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Interview with George Rongner 
in Eastham, Massachusetts 


Interview #1 

by James Owens 
October 3 , 1981 


Q- This is an interview with 

th George Rongner on October 3 198 , 

on Nauset Road for the Ora] 

w . HlSt ° ry Pro ^ ect of the Eastham 

istoricai Society. The interview is being done by dames Owens 


1 "** b “” December 20, ma in . 

bUildi "’ Do. aee.be b. 2 n 0 

. dentist. „ y mother „..rl y died . h .„ , ... born . „ r . 

the doctor „nd he a.ub, ..... „ r d.d .bo be ebo.to ..... .. 

" " b '“ U ’ e “* tl ~ »«■ »»•« -b«n be b.d to .... 

that decision. However- u ^ 

However, gust before he decided to puncture my 

head, it being my dad's dpciro t-v, e 

desire that my mother live, I burst 

forth into the world. 

father was from Chicago- or rather he was born in Chicago 
about a month after his parents migrated here from Sweden My 
mother was born in Boston. She later was adopted by George and 
Anne Moore of Eastham. My dad ran away from home when he was 
sixteen Very shortly after he enlisted in the U.S. Marines 
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Around 1917 he was stationed in Orleans at the French Cable 
Station and that is where he met my mother. He used to meet her 
at the moving picture theater in Orleans and they would arrange 
for a date the next week when he would get off. When my 
grandmother found out about this, she paid another girl to go 
along with my mother, because she didn't want any Marines fooling 
around with her daughter. However, my dad bought a bag of candy 
for the accompanying girl and she very knowingly and 
sympathetically sat apart from them, so that they could hold 
hands and do whatever people did in the movies in those days. 

Q: Could I ask you one quick question? Where was the movie 

located in those days? 

George Rongner: It was in Orleans. I believe it's right across 
from what is now Livingston's Drug Store. [As of 1988, Denmark's 
Pharmacy] It was owned by the Wilcox's. 

Q: That was the building that was known as the Snow Block? 

George Rongner: Yes. And later my mother played piano at that 

same theater, in the days of silent pictures. My dad took me 

there to see a movie and when there was a burst of applause, I 
would look up to see my mother walking down the aisle with her 

sheets of music. As a youngster, I thought that my mother was 

quite a hero and everybody was applauding because they liked her 
It was not until later that I realized that they 


so much. 


were 
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impatient for the movie to start. 

My dad ran away from home because his mother had died and his 
father remarried, and he did not get along well with his step¬ 
mother. He never saw his own family again, except for one 
sister. He had a brother who he had not seen in fifty years, who 
was about to visit him in Eastham when he died of a heart attack. 

Q: That's the brother who died? 


George Rongner: It was the brother who died of a heart attack 
before he could make it here. 

If I may get back to my mother’s family. As I say, she was 
adopted by George and Anne Moore, who for many years lived in the 
Salt Pond House, or what is now known as the Salt Pond House. I 
loved my grandfather, George Moore, for whom I was named. My 
grandmother always tried to make a Little Lord Fauntleroy out of 
me. She meant well. She wanted me to grow up to be a gentleman, 
but at that stage I resisted, unfortunately. 

I also remember my great-grandfather, who was a Civil War 
veteran. As a youngster, I knew George Moore was "Gramp", but I 
couldn't figure who my great-grandfather was, so I called my 
grandfather "Gramp" and the other fellow was "More Gramp". 

I was an only child, probably very spoiled, as I had no 
sisters or brothers, as my mother was unable to give childbirth 
after I was born. They chose not to adopt any children, even 
though they spoke about it on occasion. My dad was away from 


home most of the time as I grew up 


He was stationed in the 



C °*' t G " r<1 “ d h * »«■ gone for . loht or 

">>«» h, came ho,. it „ . *“ ^ “ ' 

-«.r actually ... t „. *“ '» * -* ~ t-. „y 

y as the one who raised • 

however, introduced .. to „. op i., „„ , ' " y M - 

"ho wrote T „ E OUTERMOST HOUSE „ " " h °" B “ r ’' 

conversationalists , Uh ’ *"= '« 

«ioh x did. " *» 

After meeting Henry Beston my i ife h 

magnificent person ,„ a t ,i k .d ao , ’ 6 * *" ■ 

about history that I to n 1 owingiy about nature ,na 

" 1 to ° ^came interested b. 

9nd 1 grew b°ve the heach and the ° f tMng ' 

have read everything that I could f± ^ ^ 1 

—- - bh. 1 ;:;::;::.^r ~ 
by — 

ston also taught me that fi„ 

children of nature, so I S p t ^ ShrUbt>ery were 

flowers d • h ° UrS PlCking 

- -ntrfymg them and bringing them home to my mother 

thlnk Prob *bly Henry Beston had more influ 

as a youngster than any other singl ^ ^ 

ner single person. This • 

during the pre-Depression days and 

Depression ' althou 9 h they say the 

pression was not felt on 

1 peel, haingl" ar "* tl '* Uy ” 

Point of Vi.,. „ , 

Eoad. X „„ h °“ ' h *b h ' built on 

oan. ,o that whan C hrr St .,s eh ,y would 
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haVe en ° Ugh mone * to three tickets for the chicken pie supper 

at the Town Hall. 

My mother was thrifty. She was the manager of the finances. 
My dad earned the money, but he turned it all over to my mother 
and she dispersed it. I can recall her using sheet after sheet 
of newspaper, figuring money, how she could disperse it and still 

have enough left to buy an occasional suit of pants for me, or to 
buy 

something for herself, or to even buy the groceries. Every 
nickel counted. I remember one time my dad came home minus about 
a dollar and a half of his check, which he had spent on a huge 
steak. And my mother liked the looks of the steak, but she was 
furious, because he had spent all this money on meat, money that 
they could ill afford. From that time on, having remembered how 
much that steak cost, whenever Mother mentioned that she might 
like to have some steak, I would say, "Well, Ma, I don't really 
like steak. I'd prefer hot dogs or hamburgs or something like 

that. I guess that was my way of contributing to the dispersal 
of the family funds. 


My first remembrance of Eastham was growing up at what is 
now the Swift-Daley House. It was a two-family house at the 
time, and we lived in the north section. Unfortunately, I forget 
the name of the elderly couple who lived next door, because they 
were marvelous people. The man would occasionally give me a 
nickel for candy. He smoked Sickled tobacco, or rather he chewed 
Sickled chewing tobacco, and I liked this, because he gave me the 
little metal sickle that came on each package of the gum. 

I started school in Eastham from the Swift-Daley House. I 



I would .t.nd out ln front ot th> 

M11 “' »«■ to by . I don 1 1 y 

-.« o„«, in , tb , t ; no " - h “ -t it 

1S tftat he snapped int-r* 

or lnt ° Place «hen it rained 

snowed, so that- +.i__ 

the youngsters would be dry r . 

walking. Took th» k 1 “ Uch Preferred 

Took the bus only when my mofc 

there and take it. Stand ° Ut 

- „ nr t ;:;r;i ~ nor "~ —«. 

..,ou i„ f i„ : .rr *■ - -*■ - 

—- — . 

would be fr „„.d npo „ ' ° f ““ 

«*■ - —• « do . f „ uijiT.1 " “ 

board that I th u wercises in writing on the 

1 thought I would b . di, t „ r . nt 

'**“ “ - «o permitted me to till „ bl 1 

blackboard 

.lw.« did thing, b>ck . aras 

■ I thought that thi, „a, , 

compliment and sat down 5 h b 

very quickly came to my desk a 
before I knew it I was ha u ' ^ 

was back at the blackboard erasino 

1 remember getting i„ trouble becau.e ot , olrl . Tbl , „„ 
daughter ot Wi„ n i. Know!.,. „ b o ... 1>t „ to „ 

*» 1 dbderetand he „ ,lmo 

. almost ninety today still 

living alone. But he had H 

e nad a daughter, Miriam 

-l_. . mriam, who was the best 

•hair girl triend. B „t there __ . 
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Calvin .Mayo, H ^ ^ 366 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

—- ^:r;;rrr" - - 

T ut " - -——,«„«</:/ t ™ '“" a - 

schools after Mr. Nassi leffc _ the Eastha ™ 

Shortly after that r 

PiCke<J UP tW ° calendars f r Te 1 Ih.TtTV^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

raith Brothers or Harry s 

and ° n the bach hone „ e met Wi • 

" Ge e. y ngve, those are nice lookij^ Kn ° WleS ^ ^ 

"Well, maybe you'd l ike to ^ Cal6ndars -" ^ngve said, 

—..tdoj ir:° ne - 

^ — Mrriam would lik . ^" *" d «n-i. 

father says, " Would you ^ ^ ^ ^ ° f th ° Se -" And my 

remembered that I 91VS Mlriam ° ne? " An d I 

J JT** “““ * - —«... 

Hut Winnie says, "Well x . n 

yOU 9aVe “ tQ Ana 1 thought. boy this ^ ^ 

— bach at those sons-of- guns 

And 50 w rnnie took the calendar. ' " SUre -" 

WeU ' 1 had * -outh. and the next da T 

school and when they were talk' * ^ ^ ^ 

y e talking about their air-1 e ■ 

I said, ■■wen, I gave her a , girl friend «iriam, 

«« „„ th 1 " a ‘" “ 1 *** - *. - 

«.* yo „; * y ~«.«... 

' you know that we decided th * ■ 

can have her as a girl friend .„ ^st three of us 

days, so they final] a ^ S1Ck 3 l0t in those 

ey finally decided that I didn't get th 

1 WaS ° Ut Sick that day, and that's th , 

from destruction I guess . e on y thing that saved me 

' g Uess. [LAUGHTER] 



Miss Keith apparently got tired of me when I was in the 
second grade. She taught the first three grades and she didn't 
want any more of me, so she pushed me ahead to the fourth grade, 
when I had Virginia Horton as a teacher. She too was an 
excellent teacher, having good rapport with her pupils. 

During that time, however, I spent most of the school ^ ^ 

Rockport, because my dad had been transferred from Nauset Station 
to Rockport, When he was advanced to Bosun's Mate. 

I was back, however, for grades six, seven and eight. And I had 
for a teacher, of course, one of the legends of Eastham, Otto 
Nickerson. otto was the third person in my life who influenced 
influenced it so greatly. He taught us so many things 
that it's almost impossible to list them now. But he taught us 
how to appreciate poetry. And we had to learn various poems and 
we had to make up our own poems. He taught us how to read and to 
detect what the author meant by many of the sentences and 

paragraphs in his books. So he taught us to sort of dissect the 
books as well as to enjoy them. 

Otto certainly maintained good discipline, there is no doubt 
about that. We all knew about his strap, which he kept for the 
most part in his desk. He rarely used it. He didn't have to, 
because we all knew it was there. We all knew that he would use 
it if he thought it was necessary. 


Otto had us put on plays and he had us write plays. He just 
taught us so many things. He even taught seventh graders 

algebra. A marvelous person. He made us feel like we were big 
wheels when we were in t-ho _ 



graduati 
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on ceremony for the eiohth 

ei yntn gradef-c: 

3 C ° llege indent, with our “ ^ jUSt like 

a ^ s ana gown<; a 

making our speeches T - ° Ur dlplomas and 

^ * I m sure that 

stories about Otto P pap ticular 

-- - - - -. 

Nickerson. our wives Hho . ^ t0 him aa Mr. 

h im Otto, but we his f 0 haPPen t0 be fr °" EaStham = a H 

— ~ JTjr^r n " er 

I W a S . m . 11 13 Mr - Nickerson, 

was a member of the rm 

the Universalist Church a = T 

was a member because 1 9rew up - 1 

oecause my mother was an 

^ Called — in the Pines ^ 

^ re ii g i° u s. They seldom went to h " Par6ntS "" 

admitted that they weren't reli gious , ' UrCh ' ^ 

Play though with some of the ■ ' ^ ^ t0 

mother would cautio • and my 

caution me before I i ef t he 

So-and-so fami ly is Methodist> so if ** ^ ^ *"* tha * 

religion, you just clam up and ^. t ^ J ^ ^ 

Georgie." y 3 thlng now, 

.» a ™ u *■«-*■*«~ 

***—- - - * 

was ' because they knew he 

Going to vote Democratic. Abbott was 

liked him. They just d d • 06 ell ° W ^ eVeryone 

-nicy just dldn t 1 i he U i 

c rike his politics . 

later to n] sv <- . Politics was 

Play somewhat of a nan ,■ 

a part in our lives an 

that later. d We n,ay g et into 


Growing up 
earning money. 


without much money, we tried 
°f course. clams and quahogs 


to devise ways 
weren't being 


of 

bought 
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a t that time. All 0 f t-h 
the Boston markets by the f ^ ^ qU3h09S Shipped to 

*° “« out. al 

—. tt . ZJ7 ™- fi,hl t - e - 

°« no. t6 . lr , te „ r ” BO ”° n t0 »o ula ,.„ a 

»«-»«. ™. te ir” s ihat TO “ ,d « 
“•» - j;;;;r d heip pat ie ^ 1 

6Very ““ ». nt by , “ ° Ut “ so 

' 1 . 1 guess we sort v. 

would start a f ire . hoped that it 

In the winter, when h, 

seems as th ° ugh —- irr: rr t with snow ~~ xt 

thirties Nate Nickerson> ^ ^ — the early 

3U PitCh ^ With - shovel, and * think ^ US 

tWenty ' fiVC C - tS “ — shoveling j w ^ ^ ^ “ 

^ 3130 gleaned —^rries. when th . cranb 

he cranberry bogs had bee, 

and were about to be flooded for the 

Permitted to pick the ‘ Wlnter ' «e were 

Pick the cranberries th*r 

ditches. These we could in the 

house. 1 rememb 36 ^ Peddllng them from house to 

-member getting fif teen cents , 

1 guess the so-called k* hem ’ 

led big money that uo j 

though at Cedar Bank Li k W3S cadd ri"ST 

k Llnks • owned by Quincv sh 

course, a direct de „ ' * h ° Was - °f 

He would have weekend parties' a^ ^ ^ Adan,S ' 

— ~~ 

weekend, when he had Patriot s Day 

People. x think th 6 S °‘ Called SUnset Club, mostly older 



SO that 
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but the y an played lf 

' So that meant th^i- 

■ -a yina s , luraar , >M SuMiyi s “ “ » “» - 

lWi “ on SuMay aM 1 “ ! «'>■ 
“ da «»» holes. So this ' "°“ la ’ d ° llar 

could sake during the d ° llars “« »» 

Occasionally he would k 

would have larger parties ana 

;°" la - ««, golfers ror . ^ “ 

Occasionally they would play even on a Friday „ 

“ a »““*- ~ - a seal good ... k „ na " * *“ 1 * 

««ay with , Ix or „ v . n aollars ” ” 1 “ h ' 

tiPPars too. r ' ' le tell “"* Pair 

remember John Charles tk 

baritone, would slip half g maS ' ^ f — s 

^ neatest thrill at Ced 

that contained the i " ^ *" Ca<3dying ln 9 

the immortal Bobby Jones . The 

caddied was no slouch either. „ ewasFra . ^ 1 

English Open at a very young age. It was ^ QU1I " et ' ^ ^ ^ 

-—-—-„t p.,yi„v,:;rr°“ thrin to 

Professionally, making these superb sh * 

difficult Ced ° S on this extremely 

“Ult Cedar Bank Links rt 

par on the origi , ■ that ever made 

igmal eighteen hole golf course and th t 

Bobby Jones came wit hin one x bel ■ ' ^ 

three over p ar . ' " QUimet was about 

Herbert Jagues „ as another golf er He 
Paal .. ' He owned a home in 

Eastham, in the Nauset section fn 

' ^ or ma ny years. He aicn 

President of the Coif , 1 Was 

Golf Association of America. Joe Bach i 
Hew England champion. He was anoth Bachelor was a 

was another very good golfer c 



Aubrey Smith — 
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1 beUeVe he was an Englishman— of the . 

9 C ° nStant - -ot a constant, but an o ■ 

-• 1 ~ «■—- :~rr - h °— 

gentleman. a11 ' moustached 

My grandparents worked there h„ 

Here. My grandfather 

• lo»». lo „ 0 '*• ^ 

"°“ na th = »tr,. 

"°“ la th,.. „ d fo „ „ 

"°“ ld “ U Cr0 " a ■»<> shout . - c , n t ’ a ” a "* 

And we were alert at th <= ■ ddy f ° r you? " 

somebody might b ^ ^ ~ d «.. t 

might be coming into that part of the h 

Aubrey Smith came in one tim t ^ 

to check the ball po h h " ^ hlS ClUbS ' ^ ^ decided 

aH Pouch before coming out and it 

-mens, and he was very angry. - Dawn it , ^ ^ 

—-- ^.««„ gooa ball ..; t 7 — 

there!" stuff lemons in 

«t. r gomng _ a 

back to the links to search hustled 

earch for golf balls and tees th - u 
lost. And Quincy Shaw h had been 

7 haM WaS g °° d to his caddies. We were not 
Professionals by any stretch of the im ■ 

r ‘ n “■—-....«Jr ae ,u " 
Sha " br “ ,ht a °" n ■ ° roup ° £ aia “->• 

-»»- aM thay J ;;;;; — - — 

- - „« =1 „... j par " ttaa “• 

«« t h« y . ould ob ■ beca ”" ■■ .*«.».......... 

a oba *"* “• ." i - ■>«.» « H . clng 
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divots and not take advantage of his generosity. 

school m Orleans, as did everyone who graduated 
^ EaStham ‘ S - nt ^ rather uneventful years there x 
i;:;U H;rhert Stewart very vividly, because he ^ ^ „ 

116 Same ” ° tt0 Nlckers °n did, although he was very 

youngsters, in that we didn't have to study. 

During all this time life „ as s tin t , 

re was still tough and caddying was 

of the few Jobs that we were able to utili 2e f or 
A4 .. 1Ze for any money. 

ch " 311 that< ^ flrSt d ° b WaS CUttin 9 as paragus for Charles 

” 10VM ' ““““ ». u«d lo b . ln 

b ' ds " ■** — t. „ JMt , tt „ 
«» ■»- , nd x .„ 

= th,« will go into the «p„ ag „ s ^ u ^ 

«co„., ig phu.u gI llf . th , t tiM 

I had wanted to go to coli. g . « »,„ y others did, but 

decided to enlist in the Co„t Guard, against the wishes ot «, 

father and others Threm^K 

Thr ° Ugh my grandfather, who cooked not only 

at Quincy Shaw's, but also at Matthew luce's and at Hemingway's- 

through my grandfather- X'm repeating myself here, you must 

forgive me for this, because X'm reminiscing- but it was through 

rny grandfather that I met Robert Saltonstall, 


who was to become Senator from Massachu 
I could have my choice of going to West 
I graduated from high school. For some 
me now. I refused his offer and instead 


setts, and he pledged that 
Point or Annapolis after 
reason, which is lost on 
I enlisted in r _,. 



f G ““ d “ ’ " a 1 Massachusetts ^ 

1 "*> « «» -«t station to „ y aaa „„ ' 

Old Htar-V, Y d ' Wh ° Was at 

Old Harbor, a few miles north. 

Q: When was that? 


George Rongner: This was in 1938, early l 938 , , . 

went t„ ^ D 1 don fc know, „ e 

went to the Barnstable Fair_ D 

to Brockton or some place — 

•»d h. b „ Mht , Blpe wlt6 a tr 

u dowi, and he said. 

Now the next time Arthur comes over Z - n aoi 

Ver ' 1 m 3°mg to ask him if T 
can have a bit of his tobacco to fin mv • 

„ • 11 my pipe - And then I’m 

going to reach in back of me and get this 

rT> g6t thls one with the big bowl •• 

[LAUGHTER] He did it for a chuckle. 

I ... .t ™.tha. Station tot ahout t „ „our, t ... 

:r: to cuttyt “" k —*■—— .o« h „ 

” V * d P ° i " t “ * *"d there we waited th . 

^eache, the a, th. odd „„ a ta . 0 „ a ^ ^ 

north and th, other would go south. *„ a » e would stand onr »,toh 
tower, watching tor th. shipping. lotll „ „r r „„ 
happened there. 

And then along c... , „„ by tl . of Molf ^ 

anged dramatically. I „ as transferred, along with two 

"n Stati ° n ° n Ca - to Norfolk, Virginia to man 

the naval transports, or at least to man the few that they had at 

that time. There we trained to run the assault boats that would 
later carry the Marines and the Armv „w._ .. 



>M 1 lo . 

GI « “ ‘r~P .«.« t „„ sport VMSel «“« «. USS « MIC4 
0n Decemfa er 7th, 1941 

attending a movie with ^ ” N ° rf ° lk and I was at a »ov ie , 

r; th - .... . b .r nas ' - h " ** »** 

art ° , ‘- ■“« ^ «h OUabl , t th# t ,p,n '" *«.«« Paarl 

"• th *° th *' ~ *>.» »„... "• p " iaM ' *» It 

at ] Pa . t we were at war u c 

”• « "HUM st . t „ p ’ P«rl „ arb „ 

“« th.„ , r , lnM 

by — *. , M tban to t ; 11 ***" «-*«„„ biok 
r- LEGI °" *■■ b *‘»“ yara - -« «. 

* ”• *»< «... , „ on ■ T “' »« «®ic« leg low, 

;° m «■«««.. for E r * - «-*«., UP , 

™" " b “»“ ».»t „„. te . t ”■ aat "«■', 

' Up ' but ■*« —«... ““«■*« m. M1 

a ”° th * b -« to J “ a ““ tto, 

7 *- 1 " -»««„ in tha — 

p!, " a ' back lnt • baak i ° .=. 

tbaPP> *"< >.«t in , mim . Vbbk - « io.d.d 

Thab — tb „ ug ;; 7“"- - - »pn.i 

°“ ,a * lb *“ 1 ' ®." »« dnited stal .“ U »«»» » 

•’•P...... ” “ a " Mr.t , trlka , 

rUe against 

^en the war „ as Pa rtial lv 

r Vin9 trained the N -V youngsteTtol ^ 

— to the United States for r ^ ^ -«■ And 

Unate t0 ^ transferred bac , to „ «< was 



home. 
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And there I stayed until I be 

1 t0 -»*>». Connecticut r , . 

the eagle ' -«-,i„i„ a shlp . j a ;7 " ui "* ” 

significant i„ „ y llf . ““ ’** 

- —* - to onto “to”;.:; 

; "* *• «» I— Co,« cuara ,”"■ Fr “ 

* M ““ *> P-vincetonn. y ° rt - 

»her. I .« officer-in-ch Poi ”' Nation. 

■»a assigned to the Burz 7 th '“ Officer 

Cro, there I t = ^ “ “ '~* 

: f: oVr?"' M cutt * r 

»m. in between. 

" h ”' Officer of the „„ ITE M0B , „ 

lour potential rotes n " Kmn * a P l~t 

a„ d “ " " * «“ ~« 

therefore „ C 0 f " ““ aS " 0l * 

Presentable. , t “ “* "» ^ « «-» -as 

*-.::: :r^.Tr —-— 

made a sT ' 1 3lways tried not to. i 

6 3 sll P-up just now, so I had t 

l had to explain it. 

John Kennedy was supposed to 

opposed to come aboard, so I tnop 

youngsters and two stepchildren down with me so th ^ ^ 

^ Shake hands «ith the President And ' . “ 

various Secret Servicemen were all ov " W91ted ^ ^ 

cautioned us that we ^ ^ ^ they 

tnat we weren't - t-r\ v. 

President ^ Cameras whe " the 

resident came into view t r- a , , 

so -han the Secret s ' "" bel "» t“-aPPoin..d . 

" SerV1 °“" Of hearing, f Md 
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not to .no. on, nut t„ tn.t tn. y used the , in 

a satisfactory manner when the time came. 

John Kennedy white convertible drove in the yard. The 
Secret Servicemen and we were all ready to meet our President. 

Another hour went by. The Secret- c 

he secret Servicemen went out the gate 

the convertible departed without the President 

esident, and someone came 

down to announce that the President's wife had b 

1£e had become HI because 
it was rough that day, and being seasick Mr * 

a easick, Mr. Kennedy thought it 

best to go back into Hyannis. 

Chil ‘‘ re ” t "* r * t ° r * ‘0. President. ,»d » 

” “ y "* y? - o.n waiting 

o«=r three decided that t „ ey ^Id ^ ^ ^ ^ 

1 “ " y r ** 1 » hurricane a. Captain of the 

™ ITE 1 ln “* a “ri„ d the 1 „, hurricane that 

raised such havoc in Rhode Hand , nd southeastern Massachusetts, 
hut I happened to be ho., m , t the Th< ^ 

which I was stationed, sustained great damage, and 

the 

crew who were on duty in my absence received medals for their 
heroism during that terrible storm. 

During hurricanes the ships at sea- those in port- are 
dispersed to areas where they will be relatively secure from the 
Path ot the hurricane. So when one came along- I forget the 
Per. '52 perhaps- I consulted with the shipper t „. C o„ t 
Guard Cutter HORNBEAM, who also peered at Wood. Hole. ,„ a „ 
decided that we would go into Buzzard's n„. ,.a - 
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s land, which is close to the western entrance to the Cape Cod 

Canal. We did this because of the direction in which the 

hurricane was predicted to approach that area. However, when the 

urncane did arrive, we were in the exact wrong place, because 

the winds had veered around so that we were directly in its path. 

And we were fortunate that there were no rocks or shoals around, 

because each of us dragged about a mile and a half before the 

fury Of the storm abated enough so that we could get under way. 

We did not have power enough at all to move in the path of the 

hurricane. It would have been useless. As it was, we kept our 

engines going ahead about one-third speed into the path of the 

hurricane, and we still dragged that mile and a half backwards. 

I neglected to say that when we were at Guadalcanal I recall 

being moored on the beach- I believe it was the second day- 

and I looked around and there was Leonard Tarvers of Eastham, who 

l/c L L V 

was on the BETELGEUSE, and Burton Carey of Eastham, who was on 
the MCCAULEY, and there was George Nickerson of Eastham-- I 
forget that ship he was on- but the four of us were from Eastham 
and here we are on this little island in the South Pacific. 

Q: Could you tell a little bit about the Haymow Stamp Club that 

you belonged to? The group that had the letter from the 
President’s office that you gave the Historical Society? 


George Rongner: There were several of us in the Nauset neighbor¬ 
hood who collected stamps. Willard Mayo had a 

,, A 

collection of stamps given to him hv npnni o __ _, . 



is now called the n . -19- 

d the Ca Ptaxn Linnell House and v, 

younger brother Kenny. I too was g t0 his 

the sparrow boys was a st " C ° lleCt0r ' ^ ^ 

y Was a st amp collector. So 

should have a club We eetded that we 

tub. we had no place to meet 

Warren Mayo’s barn d ’ We decided upon 

7 barn and we met in the hayloft And 

there were several- f eventually 

veral forgive me, there were seven of us- 
hot a difficult word. [LAUGHTER] There wgs 

Sparrow, Donald Sparrow. Fenton Spa ^ M3y0 ' 

».t,o„~ th . latt SParr °"' ” U1 “«■«. 

latter two half-brothers of p 

myself. And we f °tt Cummings— and 

And we formed what we called „ 

Club. we called • 6 aStham Ha ymow stamp 

called it the Haymow Club, because that’s „ 
our meetings Tat n where we held 

9 Later Dan Sparrow cleaned out one of h' , 

t.bl. c „,i«. 

” *“ „ a 
"*> * Democrat. deoid=d „„ 

fted a membership card. We 

*“ dUt ““ Ul ' “ »« to hi,. 4M „ „„ e auite 

surprised within a week to • 

written d ■ " “ ^ the White House, 

' " a - l3 " M hl - 

.r- th,t Pr ” id ' nt “** a «U»l>t.d Mth our thoughts ot 

this bo™. k „ om locaun it booaoe a 
“ “* ^ “ — d “«„g th, h.gr.„io„. Ti .« _ 

”" y -“«* -a ioohiog tor th,. 
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t0 SCh °°^ bac k to school ^ g ° o ay ' ^ Can - back to that . fiac 

611 1 W9S ^ the sixt h grade- this 
Perh9PS - 9 «» by the name of Tho 

Can,e t0 the And the lQcal " NaSS1 ^ to town. or 

^^""d —am, Harwich 0 rl e """' ^ “*« 

r K ° Uld 0 “ er inS —al musi ; t n o S t 7 EaStha ”' —d that 

^ Albania - selected as the t P " PilS ' ““ ^ 

" the ° ld EXCh — Hall in HarwichTT' 9 — 

select our instruct, because fche fi 6 ^ fitted to 

3lready h9d tbia - their curricul SCh ° 01 ^ that «»• 

Pl3yed ab °- every available ^ ^ ^ ^ — who 
h ° W ^ could be done. -struct, to indicate 

S ° ^ W6nt ° Ver there, four or fi 

S ° me Parent furnished. And th * ^ US ' in 9 car »Mch 

—— >• 

W6re n,ade available at a Very ^ bUt lnst ruments 

selected the viola And r eaSonable amount of money. x 

And r selected if k 

EXCh — * gentleman P i aye d a °' ^ 

^1^^ musi -an himself and he J^l ^ Nassi 

instrument and pl ay it wen Play ev ^ry 

He taught US in individua! 

— - violinists would ^ ^ ^ 

UmPet Playe « would have their 0531011 ^ ^ the 

f0rth ‘ And Barbara At wood who pr" 10 "' ^ drUmmerS ' ^ S ° 
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session together, because the string 

Anally he formed us into a " ^ ^ ^ ° CtaVes ' ^nd 

Our first ^ jUSt EaStham St —• 

irst performance— nnKi• 

public performance, that is- 

the Town Hall in Eastham. And th 

PrOUd P3rentS "" - 

we sat on the stage This 6 ^ ^ ° UrS6lves 

35 ° fflCe SPaCe - BUt - — very pro ud to sit up th 
Mr. Nassi direct us and ^ haVe 

' ” ever y°ne applauded, he would t 

around and bow and smile. 

Mr. Nassi was a superb person. He l eft Alb . 
reason I know not ^ Alb — *<>r what 

the ruler of Alb ^ ^ *"■ was 

Ibama before the Communists took it ov 
Mr. Nassi could do this I ha . ' , ° r ‘ A ” d h ° W 

thirty f ^ f3inteSt idea ' but with 

6 members pi aying sinnjltan 

^uss, use his baton to signal an end and th 

at some poor culprit pi • W ° Uld Point 

Playing the Vi ° lin — say, -That was C 

sharp. You played just plain C. No 

ivuw let s go over hh-i c- 

He had that acute an ear. 9ain ‘" 

He later had the four towns play together. That is Ch th 
Harwich, Orleans, and Eastham. H e had the f 

„ nad the f °ur schools playino 

together. And this was great w P 

to • 6 enJOyed this - We went around 

to various towns on the Cape and played as a or 

»r. . PhUh . 5 

Philharmonic Oroh.str, of th, h.tt.r „i ayer . 

He would select the better players from 

from each group and invite 

perhaps fifty t „ p ot 

th- W9S f ° rtUnate to one Of the fifty, and 

thlS WaS n0t b — X was such a good 



° £ the te " ,h ° piayM ■*-«— to t „. ;r 

r the ■”* *- c.p« c„ a PhUh ,„ onlc 

Orchestra ever had. 

B.c k «. a. Iir , t pl „ yed , t t6e E „ th>>> 

— 0«o «c toon „, d . hI , „ y up _ t6e e 

—... ahoektulI of „ lles bepause 
i°r- But iMteM he io ° k * a at - -* 

and said, "Georae for- 

9 * for heaven s sakes get that war? <= 

y tnat wad of gum out of 

~“ th - ^ “* >— « «- .. 

[LAUGHTER] ^-nestra. 

Chi ^ d3d WaS 3 Chlef ^ the C ° aSt GUard ' and in those days the 

0 5 " the C ° aSt GUard Stati ° ns w «e called Captain, and he 
was for the rest of his life referred to as Captain. People 

7 ld Say ' " H ° W a - ^ ™" - Lt.r. when 1 went into 

e Coast Guard and received my advancements, I ultimately out¬ 
ranked my dad . However, the h . ghest official t . tle r was 

ever called was Commander, because X was once a Group Commander 
I was called Captain while 1 was aboard shrps, but they weren't 
here, so no one around here ever thought of me as Captain. But 
People did think of me as Commander, since 1 was a Group 
Commander. And therefore my dad, who was well below me in rank 
always outranked me as far as the local people were concerned 
because he was Captain and I was never anything more than 
Commander. And I was happy about this . [LAUGHTER] 

I remember one othpr 

other thing about Arthur Brown. As kids __ my 
dad said he hated to live in this n*i«hh«, k .., 
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to go down the road 

9r ° UP 9°ing ^ kneW ^ ” ki «» « a 

" 0n »' »• I—- livi„ a ° VM “**• d ° n, ‘ •« »• 

**» " «» y" C Hk ‘ ** »“ *» 
“ 1Mivi ' ,u,ui '- •»* —.» «. ,^S7 " lt,,ou " h he iikM 

apprehensive. And t ' he was always 

- -—*ri~: ;r “ - -—- - 

" W ° Uld — - o.er to the post ^ ^ ““ ^ ^« 
at And so we would hide and • ” ^ ^ ^ S 

hS e wouid an holler in u ■ ^ ^ ^ "* ™ -«.r 

tOWn hlS itches upside downed ^ ^ 

[LAUGHTER] ' And We w °hld run l ike heU , 

(tape off) 

^ ,e ‘' be '*”" 1 ™«»=r „ 

that time on a visit f r 

Newport. We t 

- ««. ... , „. c ,"°“ M ln * a “' k ■-» - —. 

It. .Me* horrl "7 J ” S,Ve “ 

rifled my mother. What , 

tune period? This t you Member of that 

for me. ^ — than anything else. 


George Rongner: 


Oh, 


yes. 


Just 


sort of l ike 
he was loved 


a Group Commander. 

bY 311 the crew. He 


remembered that 
He was a Warrant 
was a - - - . . 


J im Brown was 
Officer. And 
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"""" * M ala Job extremely „„ „ d 

didn't uxe * M 

three „ fou / ~ 1 ~ ~ 

••doted hi,. , na hls " d «■ .» a 

[LAUGHTER] Because h *” 9 thUmb °” ^ n ° Se ' 

I don't neW th9t ^ Were d ° ing thiS t0 hi ">‘ 

recall much activity during the time that Jim 
there, extent tw — hat Jlni was 

that we used to man the power surfboat to t • 

targets and the planes, the target , 
having gunning practice in South Wellf jet ^ ^ ”” 

—ot « C,. P kdeerde. SM they „ s .d ^ “ 

gunners used to fire at the- r f r-axrcraft 

but they're littl 

Y re little small planes. 

Q ; Drones? 


George Rongner: Drones Yen 

ones. yes, we used to retrieve these. X 

remember on? of ♦-u^ 

was . P9raChUteS W9S Sieved one time, and Jim 

” the silk that he retrieved from it. [LAUGHTER] And I was 

7 T ^ ^ ^ the - - “red by then, at the 

end of the war. 

The SerViCe “ « austerity program and the 

Personnel was greatly reduced. And they even took the Bell 

Telephone away from Nauset Station, so that a 

„ hat anyone "ho wanted to 

call Nauset Station had to first call Gh 

be „iteO „ " nd “«» “ey »o ul d 

sketched over end the tello. ln th= . . 



““ '■>—» in«o the Coast c„, rd 

switchboard to Nauset. 

The regular Officer-in-rt, 

-s Acting Officer-in Ch ^ °" I 

Bistrict Office " ^ 1 30t 9 "« «» Boston 

ne mght that a German submarine was off the 

coast of Eastham and apparently was ■ 

pparently „ as going to come in very 
to Nauspf c*- 3 f ■ ory close 

-:::r~ - - 1 - - --- 

n t to say a thing about it t 

keep this guiet. „ owever , . . ^ 1 W3S to 

«- .t t „; „ rl ;i; n :;;; y ■' iioti - io 

rah . station, Chatham Station 

Cahoon's Hollow, and ai: th ' 

— «e „U ( “ **• - •» 

" “ Ve *“« ln 

to “ T6 ' y ^ •«.*, 

W.nt.a Sld '" ' h * y hai f °" nd ° Ut * bOUt “1* «”1 they 

“* ™ «.!. P*ot„t., ln 

r;r t 1 - tha ’° r " na " ° £ taa — -—~r 

all I recall of this.. 


Q- The submarine never showed up? 


George Rongner: No That-'o • 

ng t, the submarine never showed 

l P kd In " ^ ^ —— called me a bit later and 
told not to say anything about it and , _ 

about it a Y suddenly everybody knew 

about it, and why did 1 te ]1 r 

1 wasn 't supposed to? And I 

QUlte 3 time Wining the telephone — ~ .... .. 


system that- t-h 0 , f 


V. - J 
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effect, 

Private 


and I think the following 
line. [LAUGHTER] 


week each station had it 


END OF TAPE 


s own 



l h 
-? i G 


C ° d « in tki s ., a 

5 „ /“ 7 "’ *" * «”» C«p, c.i 0( 

““ *»“« «< «•«« kp.iup M „„„„ th , 

* '“ 9 ‘ “«• °< «• „ « e ' 

::r s ~ —- -—.< 

A Su *i"<zn with. the Katina ' al r„„ *, - , 

thtus r + Boatin'* Uate Znd. clan in 

GuaKd, I uai a Ke. 6 ide.nt of Eaitham, a 66 igned to th 

, .. n Le 3 -<- 0 « a <5 eoxiwain of, a 

9 r “^“ 9 - <*•—• •«««.«*. 

1 . /’ ?94Z ' 1 "" “ n WMly meet ieveKal 

°i my ne-cghboKi . 

«*«. «««< «<.«, tk. beach , t OoahaU*,*'. M k a w 

niii'’ p n' t " , ' d ‘ a ' iui " a *" *« «*!< *io,, 

“ e 7* c “* 9 ‘ ■*«. *«««*.«*. , M 

*7 ■* *•“ *.«. 1WUM 

" ““ iw ° “ ‘“O' »«" «• u.«»i r«,„„ 4 ,„ scc 

'*”■ *' ‘°" t "*' ~.«W. u...,,, 

«« ■*«« *fce ciKcu.mita.nce 6 . 

Ue m0 " n " n 9' «fce« abKeait the tKampont U.s S 

McCotiach. a figuKe saving fKanticatty fKom the bKidge and 

holleK^ng ’’Key, GeoKge /■ e.o/ued 8u *, 0n usw> a 

one-time c tanmate at the Fn itt „ 

-cna baitham GKammaK Schoot. 
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(f^om 0a ^ nitJua ’ Ze " Ln 3 home, town 4 0 /bx 

«**»« ci » <„ 

' “ «»« «.«»* »e »e« «««. 

* < * U “ « — x. . ~ «« ««, .« 

«««*„ «« « e „ M _ ’ « '«“«» «, e „„„ 

^ 0| ^ *hti, however wnx 

r<"-»«..,«.,.:z:7 ie ‘ ... 

«*« «•«..«< .««, **«...»«««* 
***“ .. ... J'\ U " X ..«. 

***““ tax*. ^ - — .. 

-'««« «,«, ttlI i&voAablt ^ 

otk « ^thamen, un , 0 „, * ^ aU *««*««< , a(fe ,„ c 

-«<.««««,, „ Me „ M as ^ * < “ s '- - s »« 


-“-KK4X.de p; 

Ozhuntak Spit, 


3243 3 



life and this human interest st ' 20 ' 

nterest story was of that in, 

newspapers sent reporters and photographers to t k ^ 

ourselves on the rotogravure of the local "* 566 

newspapers. And people 

^ b —st oyer the radio^T ^ ^ 

radi ° S ' ^ ^ — letter after letter En9l3nd 

led Wlth stamps an d 

"™““ „„ B , 

*« «.», two r .,„ r a " t0 "- 
" ° £ di —■>■ ■ «~t know r ’ d °” ' k “- 

let ‘" h “ *—» « d. with lt . b .o,„. tM " k “* 

1 *“" ™ own manteipieon _ - . the 

Kenny wanted it i„ M ™ t ' d " ** h °“ »nd 

ln his home. Thp» 

the Sparrows wanted it , , 

just weren't having e ' And 30 we 

L na ving fun any mm 

-* - - —«.«. “ " 7 “ b ” 10 ’ ■ «“■ 

”“ M *" d them ' “ * b °“ 

meetings. We eyen put on a sho 6 ^ W6ekly 

of W ^ tlme ‘ WS had a sk it and one 

the boys played a trumpet solo. We had e „• 

° Ur StamPS ‘ And X think we had ice ^ ” Sh ° Wed 

something afterwards, and we eyen mad ~ ^ « 

en made our own tickets „ . 

matinee performance for the 3 

for the younger people, and we had 
Performance which our parents ^ eV6ning 


Q: Did 


you play an instrument? 



